INTRODUCTION
We want to welcome you to this course in Christianity! We are thrilled to be able to share the Good News about God and Jesus Christ from the Bible.

The following 18 lessons form the core outline of Stephen Vance’s messages/lectures. They will help you keep up with the information being given in the presentation. Each successive lesson will build on the previous lesson. Our goal is to introduce you to many of the most important themes of the Bible, and to show why we should (and must) believe in God and Jesus Christ. We hope after listening to the Word of God, you will discover how your deepest needs can be met by the Lord Jesus!

We do not but pressure on people to make a decision for God and Christ, since we believe this is a personal issue that you must settle with God Himself. However, we are available to discuss the Bible and to help in any way we can. If you have any questions about the material or about spiritual things in general, please let us know. We can be reached at goodnews@gospeloutreach.ca. Stephen Vance’s personal email is sjvance@gospeloutreach.ca. 
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LESSON #1: “The Things That We Cannot See – Is Materialism the Answer?”
2 Corinthians 4:18, “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
MATERIALISM is the belief that all that exists is matter/material.  The physical realm is everything.  It is the dominant idea everywhere in the world.  It goes hand-in-glove with the theory of evolution, which states that biological evolution can account for how everything that exists has come to be.

But is it TRUE that if we cannot see something, then it does not exist?  What about air/wind or gravity?  We cannot see them, but we know they exist.  Or what about our thoughts and our feelings, or even our sight itself?  We cannot see these things, but we know that they exist.  So there must be SOMETHING MORE THAN JUST MATERIAL THINGS.
Generally speaking, we not only use sight to decide if something exists, but we also look for evidence (something that has been produced – e.g. we cannot see wind, but we see what it does to trees in a storm) or for experience (something that we can know from our experience, like our thoughts or feelings).

OUR SOULS

Genesis 2:7, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”

The Bible teaches us that a person is more than just a body, more than just material.  We are not reducible to matter.  When we accuse a person of being guilty of a crime, we are not content to have their body put in jail – justice demands that the person (with the body) is put in jail.  The person is more than the body!

So we are more than material – we are actually the image-bearers of God, and so we have immense worth.  We know that human life has worth, but how can the materialist prove that human life has worth, if life is just a bit of evolved stuff? Plato said it too, but God had spoken it long before – human beings have a soul, which is the eternal, real, true and essential person.

GOD

Colossians 1:21 “Christ is the image of the invisible God”

God is spirit (John 4:24), and so He is invisible.  But He has showed Himself in many ways, with many evidences.  Take the evidence of CREATION – how did our universe get started?  Could the material have just always existed?  It makes more sense that it was caused by an Almighty God.  Also, look at its BEAUTY AND DESIGN.  When we see beautiful artwork or impressive engineering, we know that there are artists and engineers behind it.  The same must be true of the universe – there must be an artistic and intelligent God who formed it all.

THE FUTURE

Hebrews 9:27, “It is appointed unto people once to die, but after this the judgment.”

Who would you trust to tell you about the moon?  Obviously, Neil Armstrong or someone like him who has been there, experienced it, and come back.

We cannot see the afterlife, but there is someone who can.  The Lord Jesus is the one who died, went to the other side of death (the afterlife) and came back (He rose from the dead).  So He has authority when He tells us about heaven and hell on the other side of death.

LOVE

1Peter 1:8; 1John 4:19 “Jesus Christ, whom having not seen, you love …we love Him because He first loved us”

We cannot see love itself, but it is very easy to detect love in the actions and words of another person.  Do you know someone who loves you?  How do you know it?

Jesus Christ is the most beautiful example of this principle.  He did not just say that He loved us, but He showed us through His actions – and the greatest action of all was when He would die for our sins at the cross.  What does His love mean to you?  Take His promise (which is another thing that cannot be seen, but is still real) in John 3:16 and be sure of having eternal life.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

1 John 3:16, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us.”

LESSON #2: “God, Are You There?”

- Many people today are searching for something – something that will satisfy.  But there is more dissatisfaction, depression and suicides than ever. Why?

- What are you searching for?  Whatever our situation, the Bible tells us that God is searching for us!  Luke 19:10.

There are four basic areas of life and thinking that remind us that God must be real:

1) Purpose and Meaning – God gives humans Purpose and Meaning
- Many people want to have a sense of meaning and purpose, but they do not feel it.

- Our modern philosophy does not teach us to think of meaning – if evolution is true we are just a pile of molecules, just some “stuff”.  How can we properly or legitimately manufacture our own meaning if that is what we are?

- It is God who gives meaning and purpose, and He is big enough to do this for everyone because He is God!  Revelation 4:11.  His purpose is for us to know Him and be saved (Acts 4:12).

2) First Cause – God is the only possible First Cause of everything
- Some scientists say that the big bang and evolution can give the answer for why everything is here.  But evolution assumes that something (A) evolves into something else (B), but it does not explain origins (where the something (A) came from).  Also, the big bang is not enough – where did the material that exploded come from, and where did the explosion itself come from?

- The Bible teaches that there is a great and awesome God who was big and powerful enough to create everything.  Genesis 1:1.

- There are also things like our rationality (our thinking), our personality and our spirituality that all need an adequate explanation.  How could anything other than God explain these non-material things?

3) Design – God is the only one who can explain the Design we see in the universe
- We know the difference between things that are designed and things that are by random processes operating over time (compare an arrowhead with a piece of stone worn by water).

- There are so many examples of design in the universe: the movement of the planets; the laws of the universe; the complexity of the human body – e.g. the eye; the beauty of animals.

The Bible says: Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear (Hebrews 11:3).

4) Morality – God is the only one who can explain Objective Morality
- “Objective” means something that never changes, something that is true even if no one believes it.

- There is right and wrong, and this is called objective morality.  It must have come from the great law-giver (God).  Many people do not like this because they want to be their own boss, and do their own thing.  

- Morality reminds us that God’s laws exist, and that we have broken them.  Thus we need a Saviour.

LESSON #3: “The Bible and the Chinese Language – They Are Related!”

The Bible’s first chapters record the factual history of the beginning of the world. It should not be surprising that these stories are repeated in many cultures. In the Chinese language, for example, a number of words show interesting parallels to these early Bible stories. Over many years Chinese people forgot these interrelationship of the Bible with ancient Chinese culture, so that now most Chinese people do not even know they exist. But we can trust the Bible as God’s true Word, a miraculous book! And we can follow the story in 11 Chinese characters!

1) In the beginning God created Adam as a person who could communicate (talk) and work (move around, walk). This is clear from the Chinese word for create. But the word for talk also includes the strokes for dust, mouth and movement, an interesting parallel with Genesis 2:7, where God made Adam from dust, and breathed life into his mouth so that he would live.

造 zao (create) = 告 gao (talk) + part of 走 zou (walk)

告 gao (talk) = 土 tu (dust) + 口 kou (mouth) + ’ pie (living or movement)

2) The word for first contains the strokes for dust, man and movement. The first human being was Adam, who was made to live from dust!

先 xian (first) = 土 tu (dust) + 儿 er (man or son) + ’ pie (living or movement)

3) When Adam was created he was in the garden called Eden, and it was a beautiful garden (Genesis 2:8-9). Originally the world was perfect (Genesis 1:31). No wonder the word for happiness has a character for God along with characters for the words “one person (in a) garden”. That person was Adam! By the way, when a person comes back to God, that is the pathway to spiritual happiness.
福 fu (happiness) = 一 yi (one) + 口 kou (person) + 田 tian (garden)

4) In the center of the garden there were two trees. Adam and Eve could eat the tree of life, but not the tree of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17). It was forbidden, as is clear from the Chinese word for forbidden – a command about two trees! God has always given people a choice whether they will obey or not: the problem is that we humans often disobey and sin against God.

禁 jin (forbidden) = 林 lin (two trees, a forest) + 示 shi (command)

5) One day Satan (God’s enemy, the devil) came and tried to get Adam and Eve to disobey God and eat the forbidden fruit. He was a tempter – the Chinese word for this is a spirit covered up under two trees, reflecting the fact that Satan tempted Eve right beside the two trees in the center of the garden! Genesis 3:1-5.

魔 mo (tempter) = 鬼 gui (spirit) + 林 lin (two trees, a forest) + 广 guang (cover)

6) Eve listened to Satan’s words and she became greedy to get more knowledge so she could be like God (Genesis 3:6). Isn’t it interesting that the Chinese word for greediness shows a woman beside two trees?

婪 lan (greedy) = 林 lin (two trees, a forest) + 女 nu (woman)

7) After Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they heard God talking to them and they had to run and hide behind the trees because they were afraid of Him (Genesis 3:8). Their bodies were right behind the tree, and these three words are part of the Chinese “hiding”.

躲 duo (hiding) = 身 shen (body) + 乃 nai (is) + 木 mu (tree)

8) Adam and Eve were now ashamed and knew that they were naked (Genesis 3:7). It is very interesting that the Chinese word for naked includes both the ideas of clothing and of fruit – because nakedness was first associated with eating forbidden fruit!

裸 luo (naked) = part of 布 bu (clothing) + 果 gua (fruit)
9) After Adam and Eve brought sin into the human family, God had to judge them and the earth (Genesis 3:17-19). One of the judgments was that Adam would have to struggle against weeds as he farmed. Of all the things that sorrow could be linked with, the Chinese word links it with weeds, a reflection of this ancient Bible story!

苦 ku (sorrow) = 古 gu (ancient) + part of 草 cao (weeds)

10) The words for “eldest son” (兄) and cruel (兇) both sound the same (xiong). This is an interesting point, since Adam and Eve’s eldest son was Cain, who became the first cruel murderer of history in Genesis 4 – he killed his own brother.

LESSON #4: “The Origin of Sin – The Cost of Not Listening to God – Genesis 3”
Last time we looked at some of the Chinese characters that have connections with this Bible story. The connections are interesting since they show us that the Bible stories are not western ideas. But it is most important to see that these words are seriously important words from God. Are you listening to God?

Sin is REAL … because God is real.
God did give one commandment which He expected people to keep – they were not to eat from one tree in the garden (Genesis 2:17). Some people wonder why God gave people this option, but the reason was that God wanted to give people the choice of freely obeying, loving and serving Him. We cannot blame Adam because Adam did the exact same thing that we would all do – he was a perfect representative for us.

Sin is SERIOUS … because it is against God. See Genesis 3:9-13 and Psalm 51:4.

Wrong things done against society are called crimes and some people think that if they have not committed crimes that they are not a sinner. But the word sinner describes people who do wrong things against God – and this is something we have all done. Sins are “crimes” against God, and they are very serious – think of how little Adam had to do to be put out of the garden of Eden?
Another Bible example of the seriousness of sin is the picture of leprosy used in Isaiah 1:5-6; 64:6 to describe the sin of Israel as God’s people. Leprosy is a skin disease resulting from a germ which attacks the nervous system, causing people not to feel in their face, legs and feet, arms and hands, etc. As a result, people have injuries that they do not notice and their bodies can become very disfigured. Isaiah 1:5-6 show a picture of a leprous person (all kinds of wounds, bruises and sores on their body). As terrible and distasteful as this picture is, God’s message is that our sins look as bad to God as leprosy looks to us.
Sin is DEADLY … because God says so. See Genesis 2:16-17.

God is the moral king of the universe, and He states that sin brings death: “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). This means our sin has killed our relationship with God (present spiritual death), and will eventually ruin our souls in hell forever (future eternal spiritual death).

We will also die physically. Sin is really deadly.

Sin brings …
1) SHAME – in verse 7 they knew they were naked. They now had knowledge, just like Satan promised in verse 5 – but it was knowledge of evil in their hearts.

2) GUILT – in verse 7 they wanted to try and cover up their nakedness with clothes. Knowledge of their sin and inadequacy before God made them want to make themselves better. They had a sense of guilt. God’s law shows us that “we are all guilty before God” (Romans 3:19).

3) FEAR – in verse 8, 10 they went to hide from God and told Him that they were afraid. They did not want to meet God. Hebrews 2:15 reminds us that we all have “the fear of death.”

Salvation is FROM GOD … since as sinners we cannot do anything to make God accept us.

GOD WAS THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN looking for Adam and Eve and made the clothes for them in Genesis 3:21 – they needed protection from God for the harsh new world. Salvation for human beings must come from God – see Ephesians 2:8 – and CHRIST HAS COME DOWN to earth to give it to us!

Salvation is SUBSTITUTIONARY … since something has to die instead of us for our sins.

Just like the animal died to provide physical clothing/covering/protection for Adam and Eve, the Lord Jesus has died to provide spiritual salvation/protection for human beings. It is by receiving the Lord Jesus that we can get this salvation, and we can become right with God!

One very interesting Chinese word is the word for righteousness (義 yi), which is composed of the words lamb (羊 yang) and me (我 wo). The pictorial meaning is that when I am under the lamb (Jesus is the Lamb), I am righteous!
LESSON #5: “God Values Broken Things – What is God’s Law?”
John 1:14, “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”
Romans 5:20, “Where sin abounded, grace abounded much more”
Tonight we want to speak about 2 very different and yet related topics – the Law of God (the 10 commandments) and the Grace of God.  The Law of God was given through Moses over 3,000 years ago on 2 pieces of stone.  The Grace of God, however, is a concept that is often missed.  Think of some contrasts between Law and Grace:

Law



Grace

What I can do


What God can do

Deserved


Undeserved

Earned



Given

Responsibility


Receptivity



Exodus 19-20


Matthew 5

We want to emphasize the need for the law to show us our sinfulness, but our deeper need for grace to overcome our weakness.  We want to see that grace is better than law.

A BROKEN LAW

The law of God was written on 2 pieces of stone.  Thus it is:

Hard – it was written on stone to symbolize that God will not allow it to be broken. God does not accept sin at all.

Heavy – it was heavy to carry symbolizing that pleasing God is not an easy thing.  See Romans 3:20.

Broken by one crack – like a window or a stone, as soon as it is broken once, it is ruined.  James 2:10 says, “Whoever keeps the whole law, and offends in one point – he is guilty of the whole law.”
If going to heaven depends on law and what I do, I am in big trouble.

Do I deserve heaven?  No, God’s standard is too high for me to deserve being with Him – I have offended Him.

Can I earn heaven?  Heaven is too good a place for me to earn with good works – and my sins, even the “small” ones, would ruin heaven.  See Ephesians 2:8-9.

Responsibility?  That is the big problem, I am responsible for my bad deeds and words and thoughts.

There are many examples of grace in our world – can you think of some?

Ultimately, in the spiritual world we need grace because we have broken God’s law and we have no way to escape His punishment on our own.
BROKEN PRIDE
It is a natural thing for human beings to be proud – but it is the top sin in God’s list of hated sins in Proverbs 6:17.  We must be honest and admit that we have broken God’s law before we can come to Him.

CHRIST: AN UNBROKEN LAW AND A BROKEN BODY
Christ never broke God’s law – He was a perfect man!  1Peter 2:22 tells us, “He did no sin.”  Because of His perfection, He is able to be the Saviour of the world.  What is amazing was that He would be willing to come into the world and to have His body broken and wrecked at the cross for our sins.  See 1Corinthians 11:24.

AN UNBREAKABLE PROMISE
John 6:37 records a beautiful promise of Christ: “Whoever comes to Me I will never turn away.”  Have you ever had someone make a promise and then fail to keep it?  Be sure that the promise of Christ will never fail.  Take Him at His promise and come to Him!
LESSON #6: “Can You Believe the Bible?”

How was it written?
Writers wrote it down and then scribes copied it out so that we have many copies today. They used pointed reeds as pens, a compound of charcoal, gum and water as ink, and papyrus (dried and woven reed material) or parchments (sheep or goat skins) for paper.

Has it changed or been corrupted?
· Number of manuscripts – there are over 24,000 manuscripts for the Bible, compared with less than 650 manuscripts for Homer’s Iliad in Greek (which is regarded as a very reliable text from ancient literature).

· Scope of manuscripts – These manuscripts came from all across the ancient world, and they are all virtually identical.

· Date of manuscripts – there are manuscripts of the New Testament from 150 AD, and many from the 3rd century, compared with the 500-1200 year gap between the writing and the earliest manuscripts of many other ancient works. For the Old Testament the oldest manuscripts are the Dead Sea Scrolls from around 100 BC, discovered in 1947, and virtually identical to the other later manuscripts for the Old Testament.

Is the record of the story of Jesus Christ correct?

· The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) were written by eyewitnesses, who have the closest record. Matthew and John were Christ’s personal disciples.

· Its style is like a newspaper or a biography.  The style is not just to prove a point, but to record history.

· The timing of the writing is very close to the events (within 40-60 years of Jesus’ life, one early fragment from before 90AD has been found), so the possibility of legend is small.

· The place where the writings were distributed was in the area where Jesus lived, so that people could have disputed whether they were true.

· The writers suffered for what they wrote – they would not have done this if what they were writing was lies. The whole Bible has been a persecuted and attacked book, but it has still stood up! THIS IS A WONDER OF GOD IN ITSELF!!

· The consistency test: the writings agree in the main details; sometimes there are small differences in the minor details.  But this is what we would expect if writers are recording history from their varying perspectives.

· Archaeology
How is the Bible relevant to you?
The Bible fits our situation. It describes us the way we are, and satisfies the deep longings of the human heart for significance, purpose, peace and forgiveness. The Bible gives us …

The Revelation of God

John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”

This verse describes the Lord Jesus as the WORD. We use words to communicate, and Jesus Christ was the communication of God to us when He came into the world. But we no longer have Christ as a man – instead He has left us a written Word – the Bible.

Conviction of Our Sin

Conviction notices from police/courts are always written down – that way the problem is clearly specified. God has “served us notice” in His Word.

Romans 3:19: “By the law is the knowledge of sin”

Confirmation of Salvation

How do we know a thing for sure? Assurance cannot come just from some vague or general feeling; assurance is best known when there is a solid fact. This is why the Bible records the solid facts of the promises of God.

1John 5:13: “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;

that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God.”

If being saved depended on us being good, doing good works and trying hard, we would never know how much would be enough for God. There would be no assurance. God can give assurance of salvation to you and me because He has done the work for our salvation Himself, and the work is all finished.

LESSON #7: “Jesus is the Lord! – The Deity of Jesus Christ”
This statement was the common confession of the early Christians.  The Romans wanted people to say that Caesar (the Emperor) was lord and should be worshipped, but the Christians refused to do this.  Jesus alone is LORD, because He is equal with God.  We want to examine how Jesus is God, and what that means to us.

In the Old Testament God’s Name is Jehovah (Yahweh); but when these passages are quoted in the New Testament, the word lord (ruler) is used.  This title is applied to the Lord Jesus, showing us that the Almighty Jehovah God of the Old Testament is the Jesus of the New Testament (e.g. Isaiah 45:23 and Philippians 2:9-11):

- Isaiah 44:6 “Thus says the LORD (Jehovah)… I am the first, and I am the last.”  Compare Revelation 1:8 “[Jesus is] the first and the last”
- Joel 2:32 “Whosoever calls on the name of the LORD (Jehovah) shall be delivered.”  Compare Romans 10:13.
Christ’s Personality as God

Illustrations of Christ’s Deity
God is a trinity (a tri-unity) because there are 3 and 1 at the same time.  There is 1 God, but He exists as 3 persons (the Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit).  It is like water, which is always the substance H20, but it exists as steam, liquid and ice.  God has one substance (deity), but 3 different persons.

Proofs of Christ’s Deity
Jesus is the Son of God, but that does not mean He is less than God.  Just like the son of a man is human, in the same way the Son of God is deity.  Many Bibles passages show us that Jesus is equal to God:

John 1:1 “the Word was God.”
Romans 9:5 “Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.”

Colossians 2:9 “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”

John 20:28 “And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.”

1John 5:20 “We are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.”

2Corinthians 4:4, “the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God”

Philippians 2:6, “[Jesus] being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God”

Colossians 1:15, “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God”
Hebrews 10:8, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever”
Expression of Christ’s Deity
During His life, the Lord Jesus did things that only God could do: giving sight to blind people (Mark 8:22-25; John 9:1-41), giving hearing to deaf people (Mark 7:32-37), raising people from death to life (Luke 7:11-16; 8:49-56; John 11:1-45), walking on water and telling storms to stop raging (Mark 6:46-51; Luke 8:22-25; John 6:16-21), multiplying food (Mark 6:35-44; 8:1-9; Luke 9:12-17; John 2:1-11; 6:5-14), casting out demons (Mark 1:23-27; 5:1-20; 9:14-27; Luke 8:26-39; 9:37-43), and all kinds of healings of physical defects (Mark 3:1-5), including paralysis (Matthew 8:6-15; Mark 2:3-12; Luke 5:18-26; John 5:1-9) and leprosy (Matthew 8:1-5). He demonstrated that He had all the power of God. Because of this solid foundation of mighty works, He commands us to believe that He is the Son of God (John 20:31).
Character of Christ’s Deity
Since the Lord Jesus is God, He shows us what God is like – He is powerful, holy (righteous) and full of love!

Christ’s Authority as Judge

Because Christ is equal with God, He is responsible for our judgment.  God is the judge:

Ecclesiastes 11:9  “Know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment”
We need to fear God because He is our judge, and the Lord Jesus will take this role, “the judge of all the earth”:

John 5:22  “For the Father judges no man, but has committed all judgment unto the Son”
Christ’s Humility to Become a Man

The great and mighty God has stopped down to become a man – amazing humility.  The Lord Jesus Christ has glorified humility forever.

Christ’s Ability To Save

Because the Lord Jesus is God, He is certainly “able to save” (Hebrews 7:25).  This is why the Lord Jesus has the beautiful titles “Saviour of the world” (John 4:42) and “Lamb of God” (John 1:29).

He is the Lamb of God because He has died at the cross as a sacrifice for our sins.  This is why Jesus had to die – our sins had to be punished by death (Romans 6:23), but the Lord Jesus was willing to step in as our replacement/substitute.  Thus, God has become our Saviour.

Christ’s Security To Keep

The Lord Jesus not only promises to save people, but He promises that His salvation will last forever.  He can keep a person’s soul safe forever.

Jude 1:24 “Him is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory”
John 10:27-30  “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.”
TRUST HIM TONIGHT AND BE SAVED FOREVER!
LESSON #8: “The Greatest Place in the World – Calvary”

Luke 23:32-37; John 19:16-36

Many places in the world are important for their natural beauty, their historical significance or their sophisticated advancement.  Calvary/Golgotha is not important for these reasons, but for its spiritual meaning.

Calvary is the Place of Fulfilled Scripture

In the Old Testament (first half of the Bible) God made many predictions of how His Son would come and what would happen to Him.  Some of these many predictions about His death are recorded in John 19 – for example, in verse 24 they gambled for His clothes like Psalm 22:18 said they would; in verses 23-29 they gave Him sour wine in response to His thirst like Psalm 22:15 and Psalm 69:21 said they would; and in verse 36 we discover that none of His bones were broken in keeping with Exodus 12:46 and Psalm 34:20.

That all these predictions were fulfilled is an amazing indication that Calvary was part of the plan of God, and that God’s Word really fits together.

Calvary is the Place of Fierce Scorn

Hardly anyone showed any sympathy for the Lord Jesus at the cross – the leaders sneered (Luke 23:35) and the soldiers mocked (Luke 23:36) and others just stood watching (Luke 23:35).  Even the disciples of the Lord ran away.  It really shows us the terribleness and sinfulness of the human heart.

Some people will say that if they were there they would not have done the same thing.  But often like the people who just stood there watching, these people know about the salvation God has provided through the cross, but they delay to accept God’s offer – this is terribly hurtful to the Lord who suffered so much to save us, and so even in that case the cross shows us our terrible attitude to the Lord Jesus!

Calvary is the Place of Finished Salvation

The Lord said a number of things while on the cross, but one of His last sayings before dying was “It is finished” (John 19:30).  This statement is a complete contrast to what religions tell us: they say we must try and best and work hard to get peace and favour with God; whereas the Lord Jesus tells us that the work that will bring us peace and salvation has already been FINISHED at the cross!  We do not have work to get salvation, just believe the one who saves the sinner!  Romans 4:5

There are many examples of things being finished in the Bible:

1) A cup that is fully drunk – think of each one of your sins contributing to a cup of judgment and punishment which you must drink in hell.  At the cross Jesus drank the cup, and He finished it (John 18:11), so that there is no more punishment for you!

2) A debt that is fully paid – think of each one of your sins as a debt which you owe to God, a debt which you could never pay yourself.  At the cross, the Lord Jesus paid it IN FULL!

3) A battle that is fully won – think of sin as a great battle which you cannot win (sin will always be an enemy).  At the cross, Christ won the battle completely, and He will give that victory to those who trust Him!

DID YOU EVER REALIZE THAT

THE WORK REQUIRED FOR YOUR SALVATION IS ALREADY FINISHED?

Calvary is the Place of Forgiven Sinners

Over and over again the Lord Jesus said “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 23:34).  Despite all the pain and suffering the soldiers had given to Jesus, He did not fight back, but responded with gentleness and forgiveness.  Calvary is the place of forgiveness.

A personal example of this is the thief who was crucified beside Christ.  He knew he was dying and when he heard Christ speak of forgiveness, it touched him deeply.  When he asked the Lord for a place in His kingdom, Christ immediately responded with a wonderful promise to him: “Today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).  If you turn to Christ who died at Calvary like this man did, you will find that Calvary is the place where people may have their sins forgiven, since it was there that the Lord died to wash away our sins!

LESSON #9: “The Greatest Miracle – The Resurrection”

How do I know that the resurrection of Jesus Christ took place?

Consider the following argument which involves four statements – together it demonstrates that Jesus’ resurrection is the only answer to fit the historical facts.

1) Jesus Truly Died
- The Bible records the death of the Lord in Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23 and John 19. It is a fact of history confirmed by many independent accounts, including some outside the Bible. For example, Josephus, a Jewish historian said, “Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die.”

- The Jewish people who wanted Jesus to be crucified and the Roman court who authorized the crucifixion were satisfied that it took place – good evidence that it did indeed happen to Jesus.

- Further, it would be impossible for one to survive crucifixion along with the awful flogging that preceded it.

2) Jesus’ Tomb Was Empty Three Days Later
Why did the body of Christ disappear from the tomb and no one ever found it? It is easy to disprove the assertion that a dead person has come back to life – just find the body!

a) Some people think thieves may have stolen the body – but there is no evidence for this idea, and it is unlikely since often plans like that are eventually discovered. Jesus’ body has NEVER been discovered!

b) Some people think that the disciples removed the body to make it seem like Jesus has risen to life. But it is unlikely that this happened – the disciples were very scared after Jesus’ death and would not likely have had courage to think of a plan like that; also they began to preach about Jesus’ resurrection and actually died for their faith. Would they die for something that they knew was a lie? Psychological research shows this is impossible.

3) The Lord Was Seen Alive
Many people saw Jesus including men and women, close disciples and more distant friends. These stories are recorded in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24 and John 20-21.

- Many of these people were not expecting the resurrection and were started when it took place. It took a while to convince them. It shows they were not inventing the story. Further the story between the different accounts contains some disagreements, indicating that the disciples were not trying to invent an unhistorical story.

- The Lord ate with them and challenged them to touch Him, showing He was not a spirit, but a real bodily person.

4) The Disciples Were Changed
The disciples who were very afraid of being persecuted for the Lord changed overnight, and they started to preach boldly about the resurrection of Christ – what changed them, what power could do this? Also many other people’s lives have been changed since through the power of a living Saviour, a resurrection Jesus.

What does the resurrection of Jesus Christ mean to me?

We can learn four things from the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:

1) Acceptance of Christ’s Sacrifice
At the cross the Lord Jesus offered a sacrifice for our sins, a sacrifice that had to end in death since death is the penalty for sin. But the resurrection marked the end of His death, indicating that His sacrifice for our sins has been accepted by God. Will you accept His sacrifice too?

2) Assertion of Christ’s Sovereignty
The resurrection shows the awesome power of God at work in Jesus Christ, indicating that He is obviously the Lord and King that God has approved. He will rule the world! Acts 17:30-31

3) Authority for the Unbeliever’s Judgment
This power has an incredible warning for those who do not believe Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord – they will have to face Him for judgment.

4) Assurance of the Christian’s Salvation
This power also gives a wonderful confidence and assurance to those who believe Jesus Christ – He has the power to save us from our sins and give us a home in heaven – we can have the assurance of salvation.

Romans 4:25: “Jesus was delivered up because of our offences, and was raised because of our justification.”

Romans 10:9: “If you confess with your moth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
LESSON #10: “Why is There So Much Suffering in the World?”
1Peter chapter 3, verse 18: “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God”

We live in a world of suffering including starvation, sorrow, pain and death.  These issues often cause us deep personal grief, and when we think about them they bring many questions.  If there really is a God, why is there so much suffering?

The Reason for Suffering

There are two major kinds of suffering which the Bible talks about:

Global Suffering

- This includes all the natural disasters, the crimes, and the general sorrow found in this world.

- We need to see that much of this suffering is actually not God’s fault at all – instead it is a result of our own selfishness and sinfulness (rape and murder being the extreme examples).  But some will say, “Why does God not stop it?”  The answer is clearly that God has given human beings the ability to choose to do right or wrong, and if He stepped in afterwards and stopped evil things He would be violating this basic human right which He has given.

- Actually, the world was not always this way when God made it – in the beginning the world was very good (Genesis 1-2).  But when human beings chose to sin, God cursed the earth and the problems began.  Even in this case, it was the wrong choice of humans that messed everything up.

AN INTERESTING NOTE ABOUT THE GIFT OF PAIN – we would never know that bad things are bad unless they came with an uncomfortable result.  For example, it is a good thing that we feel burning pain when we put our hands on a stove – it protects us from leaving our hands there.  The same is true in the spiritual realm …

Eternal Suffering

The Bible makes it clear that death – eternal separation from God and suffering in hell is the result of sin (Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:14-15).  When we take a step back and look at it, this is by far the more serious kind of suffering, since it lasts for so long.  And again, it is the fault (sin) of human beings that causes this suffering.

In all this we see that SUFFERING IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN.

Why is the Lord Jesus the Suitable Saviour?

He is Sinless – the Righteous Man who Suffered

The testimony of God’s Word about the Lord is that there is NO SIN IN HIM! (1John 3:5).  Think about this for a while!  But if suffering is the penalty for sin, it is strange that Jesus, a sinless man, would suffer – except for the fact that as God, He was suffering for us!

He Suffered at the Cross – the Requirements of His Suffering

The sufferings of the cross were immense, as anyone who reads the Bible or who has seen the film The Passion of the Christ can attest.  But this text in 1Peter gives us important insight into His sufferings:

1) His sufferings were for sins – meaning that the evil things we had done had to be punished with suffering, and this was a suffering the Christ was willing to endure.  This is incredible self-sacrifice!  It brings a beautiful pardon/forgiveness.

2) His sufferings were for the unjust people – meaning that human beings are evil/wrong people on the inside, but for every person like this Jesus Christ suffered.  This is a wonderful provision for the whole world.

3) His sufferings are over forever – they were only done once at the cross, meaning that now for every person who accepts Christ as Saviour and Lord, we can be confident we will never suffer in hell for our sins!

LESSON #11: “Being Saved!”
The word SAVED refers to being rescued from danger or being delivered into a position of security and safety.  For example, if a person were in a house which was on fire, she would need to be rescued from the fire.  It is used in a spiritual sense in the Bible over and over again.  
TWO ASPECTS OF SALVATION

1) From – we need to be saved from our sins (Matthew 1:21) as well as from God’s judgment (1Thessalonians 1:9).  Think of someone swimming across a lake, and someone else puts a bag of bricks on their back – they will certainly die.  But if someone took the bricks away, he will be saved – they are saved from the immediate problem of the bricks, and from the final problem of drowning at the bottom of the lake.  The bad things that we do (our sins) are like the bricks on our souls, and they will take us down into God’s judgment.  Salvation comes and takes away the sins, and thus takes away the judgment.

2) For – we can be saved to glorify and love God on earth, and one day to live perfectly with God in heaven.  Salvation allows me to have the peace of knowing that I am forgiven right now, and it will change my life dramatically.  But it will not make me perfect (Christians still sin) – but one day in heaven, the Christian will be perfected!
THREE INSTALLMENTS (PARTS) OF SALVATION

1) The Past – we all have sins in our past which need to be forgiven.  Being SAVED means that these sins are forgiven by God and I will not be penalized for them – it is being saved from the PENALTY of sin.
2) The Present – we all need to live more righteously in the present.  Being SAVED means that through the Holy Spirit, God gives help to live a righteous life – it is being saved from the POWER of sin.
3) The Future – we all long for a time when there will be no more sin.  Being SAVED means that one day God will take me to a heaven where there is no sin – it is being saved from the PRESENCE of sin.
FIVE IMPORTANT TRUTHS ABOUT SALVATION

WE MUST BE SAVED – Acts 4:12 shows us OUR GREATEST NECESSITY

In the verse, Peter was preaching to very religious people in Israel, but he told them that they needed to be saved. God is angry because our sins caused the death of His Son; we must be saved from His judgment.

WE CAN BE SAVED – John 3:17 shows us THE GREATEST POSSIBILITY

Sin is not like some diseases for which there is no cure, and salvation is not like some cures which only work some of the time. The Lord Jesus didn’t come into the world to judge us, but to save us. Because of His death at the cross for our sins, salvation is a possibility for every person in the world! He will come back later to judge.

BELIEVERS ARE SAVED – 1Corinthians 1:18 shows us THE GREATEST REALITY

It is not presumptuous to say “I am saved” because it is based on the truths of God’s Word. Once you are saved, there is a new power in your life – the power of God to change you into what God wants you to be.

UNBELIEVERS ARE NOT SAVED – Jeremiah 8:20 shows us THE GREATEST TRAGEDY

YOU WILL BE SAVED, IF … - Isaiah 45:22 shows you THE GREATEST PROMISE

This is a promise from God, and the promises of God are sure and certain, because God cannot lie.  He has written it down for added security!  Check out the other similar promises (John 10:9; Romans 10:9; Acts 16:31).
But a person must LOOK TO JESUS, which means we must turn to Him in faith (trust). Looking at something is a very simple action that even a child learns very early to do. Just like if I promised to do something for you, you would say “I am looking to Stephen to do this for me.”  You can look confidently to Christ for salvation, because He has already finished the work that saves people by dying for their sins at the cross!
LESSON #12: “Finding Your Way – A Map for Life”
We are faced with decisions every day – some of them are important and some are very small.  Some of us have real problems making decisions, and we cannot make up our minds – and this can cause all kinds of problems.

In Matthew 27, Pontius Pilate was the politician that the Lord Jesus was judged by at the end of His life, and as Christ stood before Pilate, Pilate was confronted with a very important decision – what he would do with Jesus?  He knew that the Lord Jesus did not deserve to be condemned (verses 18, 23), but he was persuaded by the crowd to condemn Christ to death (verses 20, 22-23).

We all must face the same spiritual dilemma that Pilate faced – what will I do with Jesus?  This is illustrated on the poster called “The Two Roads” – it is a map showing us that we are traveling from birth, through life into God’s eternity.  Along the way, we meet Jesus Christ (the door), and we must decide if we will come to Him.

There are 4 important aspects about these two roads and this choice:

1) The COMMENCEMENT of the two roads

- The broad road is the road of sin, and so we are all on it because we have all sinned.  It is the road we are born on (Psalm 51:5).  So our problem is that we took a bad turn at the start, and this has led to the current situation where we are away from God (Romans 5:12).  Sin is a universal problem, and it affects all of us.

- To be on the narrow road we need to be born into God’s family.

2) The CHARACTERISTICS of the two roads

- One road is broad (wide) because everyone is on it, and any sin is allowed on it; the other road is narrow because only a few find it, and people on it have come to Christ as Saviour and Lord and they must follow Him instead of doing what they want.

- When we are traveling and using a map, the first most important thing to discover is where I am.  Thankfully, on this spiritual map, your location is knowable.  Where are you located?  We must be honest before God and admit where we are.  If we have never been saved by Jesus Christ, we are on the broad road.

- Pilate had the same issue as he considered what he would do with Jesus, but he would not face the facts honestly – he disobeyed what he knew (verses 18, 23), he did not listen to God speaking to him (verse 19), and he listened instead to the crowd (verses 23-24)

3) The CONCLUSION of the two roads

The issue is very important and crucial, because it is death (hell) and life (heaven) that are at the ends of these two roads.  Your decision is very critical, just as it was for Pilate.  He was deciding what he would do with the person who would decide where he would be for eternity – after this event in his life, history says nothing about his progress.  It was his golden opportunity to get the very best (heaven), but he missed it.

4) The COMMAND the Lord Jesus makes about these two roads

The Lord Jesus commanded people to enter the narrow gate/door, and every person must consider His command.  Your response is personal, just as it was with Pilate.  Notice Matthew 27:22: Pilate says, “What shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”

LESSON #13: “Who Can Forgive Sins?”
Luke 23:32-34, 39-43

Forgiveness is a word that comes from the word “to send away”. So forgiveness means are sins are sent away/removed. Thus, we think of forgiveness as something which brings freedom and peace.

Over and over again at the cross the Lord Jesus said “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 23:34).  Despite all the pain and suffering the soldiers had given to Jesus, He did not fight back, but responded with gentleness and forgiveness.  Calvary is the place of forgiveness and grace – it is there that God gives out His forgiveness. 

Some important things to remember about forgiveness:

1) IT IS NOT DESERVED – forgiveness is never something a person can demand, it must be willingly given.  Ephesians 1:7 tells us “We have … forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His (Jesus) GRACE.”
2) IT IS FOR ALL SINS – there is not one sin which cannot be forgiven by God, that is how great His power is.  See 1John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
3) IT IS RECEIVED ALL AT ONCE – many people think that forgiveness is something they have to come over and over to God for, but it is not true – He gives complete forgiveness when we come to Him in faith.

Some examples to help us understand forgiveness:

1) A BURDEN CARRIED FOR US – sin is a burden on our conscience. We can try to forget about it, but often it comes back. Knowing that God forgives us through Jesus Christ’s blood is a huge relief. See 1Peter 2:24.

2) A DEBT PAID – Jesus used this illustration in Matthew 18:23-35. Sin is like a debt because we have an obligation to do what is right. When we fail and sin, we are not meeting our obligation to God. But at the cross Jesus paid the price of our debt with His precious blood.
3) A RELATIONSHIP RESTORED – sin is a barrier between us and God. We cannot have a good relationship with Him because of sin. But forgiveness removes this problem and allows us to come to God freely. See Luke 17:3-4
A personal example of this is the thief who was crucified beside Christ.  He knew he was dying and when he heard Christ speak of forgiveness, it likely touched him deeply.  When he asked the Lord for a place in His kingdom, Christ immediately responded with a wonderful promise to him: “Today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). These words would be an incredible comfort for him as he died.  Do you think he knew where he was going when he died?  Apply these words to your own salvation:

TODAY – The Immediacy of Forgiveness.  When we turn to Christ for forgiveness we do not have to wait for it to happen; He gives it right away!

YOU WILL – The Assurance of Forgiveness.  We can know we are forgiven, not because we feel good about ourselves, but because we know what the Word of God (the Bible) says.

BE WITH ME – The Relationship of Forgiveness.  Forgiveness brings us into a new, fresh relationship with Almighty God.

IN PARADISE – The Destination of Forgiveness.  Because I am forgiven, I am confident my final destination will be in the presence of the Lord in heaven.

If you turn to Christ who died at Calvary like this man did, you will find that Calvary is the place where people may have their sins forgiven, since it was there that the Lord died to wash away our sins!
LESSON #14: “Spiritual Peace for Today”
In the world today there are all sorts of global crises waiting to happen – some of these erupt (e.g. Israel and Palestine) and others do not.  Our world is not a world of peace.  That is the summary of The Kingdoms of This World!

The Bible uses the words contentment, peace, rest and satisfaction repeatedly, because the Kingdom that the Lord Jesus offers to the human race is a Kingdom of peace.  One of the most beautiful titles of Jesus is that He is The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

PEACE IS ABSENT FROM THE WORLD
Not only is peace missing from the big picture of our planet, but it is missing from the deep recesses of our hearts.  People are searching for satisfaction, but it seems so elusive (hard to find).

We must find peace with God (our vertical relationship with God) before there can be peace in our world (our horizontal relationships with each other).

The reason why there is no peace is because of individual human sin.  God says that our sin/wickedness has alienated us (sent us away, separated us) from God.  Over and over in the Bible we are told “There is no peace, says the LORD, unto the wicked” (Isaiah 48:22).
PEACE WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE SAVIOUR
People talk about “making their peace with God,” but actually it is impossible and unnecessary to do this – because the Lord Jesus has already made peace for us!  That is why God calls it “my rest” in Hebrews 4:3-5, and He wants it to be our rest too!

Colossians 1:20, “Having made peace through the blood of his cross.”
Peace means that the hostility (bad relations) is broken down between 2 enemies.  Our sin was what caused God’s wrath and anger to be against us – but the death of Jesus Christ has taken down the wall of sin by paying for the sins completely.

PEACE IS ACQUIRED BY THE BELIEVER
Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
To have peace with God (Romans 5:1) means that I have recognized and accepted the peace which the Lord Jesus has made for me.  Why not trust what the Lord Jesus has done and rest on Christ’s promise!
PEACE SHOULD BE APPRECIATED BY THE GODLY PERSON
Hebrews 13:5-6, “Be content with such things as you have: for He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper.”
To have the peace of God means to live as a Christian just content to have a relationship with the Lord Jesus!  It comes through a daily relationship with the Lord Jesus in reading His Word and speaking to Him in prayer.

Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
PEACE WILL BE PERFECTED IN HEAVEN
The moment a believer (a truly saved Christian) dies, they are taken into the presence of the Lord.  And He will be enough for them forever – He will give them everlasting, abundant satisfaction and joy.

Psalm 17:15, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.”
The Kingdom of Peace from the Lord Jesus is a beautiful picture – will you be IN the picture?

LESSON #15: “Born Again Into God’s Family”

We all have a first birth that put us into our human family.  Some of us may have great families, others may have very unhappy families.  But there is a family that it a beautiful family to be in – it is the world-wide family of God!  To get into that family, we must be born again.

To be “born again” means:

1) To have a second birth, because our first birth is not enough to take us to heaven

2) To have a new birth, because our first life needs a change

3) To have a birth from above, because only life from God can fit us for heaven

Think of 5 things about the new birth:

1) It is misunderstood – people think that it comes through being good or religious or through a ceremony like baptism or communion.  But these things will never give us NEW LIFE, since it does not come through anything that we do.

Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.”

The best example is Nicodemus, who was a very famous teacher and religious leader in Israel.  Jesus was bold enough to tell Nicodemus that he needed to be born again.  If Nicodemus could not get into God’s kingdom without new birth, then neither can anyone else.

2) It has meaning – just like we received natural, physical life when we were born, the new birth means that we can receive spiritual, eternal life.  We need it to go to heaven to be with God.

1John 5:12 “He that has the Son has life; and he that has not the Son of God has not life”
We need it because our natural life is not sufficient for heaven, and our first birth has a problem with it – our first birth is sinful.  This might be disturbing to some people, and it should be that way, because Jesus says WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

We know that this statement is truth because the Lord Jesus (the Son of God) is the speaker, and He says repeatedly that it is necessary.  He knows us perfectly, so He can tell us what we need.

3) It is a miracle – it is the work of God to give life (that is why life is sacred/special).  Only God can save people and give them spiritual life (John 1:12-13).

4) It takes place in a moment – birth is not a process, but an event.  People that are going to heaven have an experience in their life when they started to go.  That is the moment when they were born again.  Have you had a time in your life like this?  Some people think this question is too direct, but the Lord Jesus said it as a direct statement to Nicodemus: “You must be born again” (verse 7).

5) It will be manifested – just like a new-born baby will start to show signs of life (for example, crying for food and love), a newborn Christian will show the life of God by becoming more like the Lord Jesus.

How can I get this life?

The Lord Jesus referred to a story that Nicodemus knew from the Old Testament history of the Jews (Numbers 21).  The people had sinned against God, and He sent poisonous snakes to judge them.  Many people were dying – therefore, they asked Moses to pray that God would take away the snakes.

But God had a better plan.  He told Moses to erect (put up) a brass snake in the center of the tents and to tell everyone dying to look to it, and God promised that if they did, they would live!  It was a picture/example of when Jesus would be lifted up on the cross so that if anyone looked to Him (trusted on Him), they would receive everlasting life!

Think of 3 simple observations:

1) The solution was simple – they only had to look.  In the same way, being born again is not a complicated, long process.  It just involves trusting in the Lord Jesus as Saviour and Lord of my life.

2) The solution was available - everyone could see the snake.  The Lord Jesus is available to everyone who hears today.

3) The solution was beneficial – it extended their lives.  If you accepted Christ as Lord and Saviour, He will not necessarily give you a longer life on earth, but an eternal (everlasting) life in heaven.

LESSON #16: “Heaven – Are you going?”

In the journey of life, we are traveling to ETERNITY, and we will all end up in one of two destinations: heaven or hell.  Tonight we want to think about heaven.

Some things that are NOT in heaven

In Revelation 21:1-5, 27-22:5 we have an amazing description of what heaven will be like.  It describes things that will not be in heaven:

Suffering – there will no longer be any sorrow, tears, crying and pain (Revelation 21:4).  The Lord will show His power and change everything from this world that has been so sad and frustrating – “all things will be made new.”  It is a complete contrast to eternal hell, which is called the lake of fire in the Bible, a place of terrible suffering.

Sin – there will not be any sin in heaven (Revelation 21:27), which is what will make heaven such a beautiful place.  But it is for this reason that you and I need to have our sins forgiven now, or else we will never be able to go to heaven.  Hell is also the exact opposite of this – it is the prison house for all of history’s sinners – imagine being confined in that kind of a place.

Death – heaven will never end, because death will be a thing of the past (Revelation 21:4).  No separation – perfect unity with all the members of God’s family, and with the Lord Himself.

Unbelievers – But remember that there are no unbelievers in heaven (Revelation 21:8), so if you want to be in God’s beautiful home, you must trust God’s beloved Son!

Someone who IS in heaven

Of all the things in heaven, the most thrilling and wonderful is that Jesus our Lord and Saviour will be there!  There are some important things to remember about Him being there – because He is there …..

He has been exalted  

Hebrews 8:1 “We have such a high priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens”

Not only was the Lord Jesus raised from the dead, but He was taken back to heaven (Acts 1) – an indication that God has given Him the highest place and is very pleased with His work on earth at the cross.  Philippians 2:9-11

The believer’s sins must be gone

Hebrews 1:3 “When he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high”

Since sins are not allowed at all in heaven, and the Lord Jesus is there – we can be very confident that He has truly taken our sins away.  Our sins were on Him at the cross, but He has definitely removed them now.  See Psalm 103:12

The believer has a representative in heaven

Hebrews 9:24 “For Christ has entered … into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us”

Like an ambassador or an MP, the Lord Jesus is the believer’s representative in heaven, and He will never fail to represent us.  When we sin, He is there to demonstrate that my sins do not affect my salvation – He is there as the perfect sacrifice that has taken my sins away.

I will be there someday

Hebrews 10:34 “You have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven”

The reason why many Christians have peace, even when their situation on earth is very difficult, is that we know our future is in heaven, and everything is safe and secure.  See John 14:1-4
LESSON #17: “What Will Happen in the Future?”

“The Cost of Not Being a Christian”

2Thessalonians 2:8-12; Luke 16:19-31

WHERE IS THIS WORLD GOING?
The Word of God gives us an outline of where the world is going, and the picture is not very pretty.  The worst is still coming.  There is going to be a complete turning away from the true God, and afterwards an acceptance and worship of a man who will be a great world leader.  But this man will be moved by Satan to be against God – and so he will be called the antichrist.  How will you fit into this picture?

Miss the Lord – the next event on God’s calendar is that Jesus Christ is going to return to take His children to be with Him forever (1Thessalonians 4:16-17).  They will be rescued from the Great Tribulation that is coming to the world.  But for those who are not saved, they will miss the Lord and the blessing of being with Him forever.  They will enter into the tribulation to face God’s wrath and judgment (2Thessalonians 2:12).

Believe the lie of Satan – this antichrist (man of sin) will come and say that he is God, and tragically people will believe him and his lie (2Thessalonians 10-12).  They will believe because God will not reveal the truth to them – they will be deluded and deceived.  God will not show them the truth, because they could have received it before, but instead rejected it.  Are you rejecting the truth of Christ right now?  It is frightening to think of where this kind of rejection will take people …

Enter the lake of fire for eternal judgment – it will take people to final and permanent judgment. The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16 is one of the most sobering stories which the Lord Jesus told.  It is about a certain rich man and a certain beggar, indicating that these individuals were REAL PEOPLE.  In this account, Jesus Christ tells us with authority what comes after death.

THEIR LIVES

Their lives were very different: one man lived self-sufficiently (only trusting himself) and in extreme wealth, while the other lived in poverty close to the rich man.  It seems that the rich man did not care at all about the poor man.  This was an evidence of his disregard for God’s commandment to take care of the weak and the poor.  It was this attitude (not his wealth) that took the rich man to hell – and someone does not need to be rich to have the same disregard for God, and to end up in the same hell as the rich man.

THEIR DEATHS

They both died, which is what will happen to everyone – “It is appointed unto people once to die” (Hebrews 9:27).  The rich man likely had a beautiful funeral, but it was all very deceptive – while his friends were giving eulogies for him, he was in hell.  The poor man may not even have had a formal funeral, but the moment he died, he was carried by angels into heaven.  It is a wonderful promise of the care of God for His own children!

THEIR DESTINIES

The destiny of the poor man was rich – heaven, comfort, joy, blessing.  You can read more about it in Revelation 21:1-4.  What a reversal from earth for him.  It could be your future home!

But it was a reversal for the rich man too – his destiny was very poor.  It is called Hell.  In other parts of the Bible it is called gehennah (which was the word used for garbage dumps in those days), because Hell is a place of worthless emptiness and futility.  It is also called the pit (Job 33:24), because people fall away from God forever in this place.  But the most fearful language is that it is called the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

People say that Hell could never be real because God is a God of love.  God is a God of love, which is why He does not want anyone to go to Hell (2Peter 3:9).  But He loves what is right, and because of His justice, righteousness and holiness, He cannot tolerate sin at all.  There must be a place of judgment called Hell.

Hell is characterized by:

1) Suffering – “torment” (verse 23, Matthew 25:46).  Sin brings suffering and punishment – but this is the whole reason why Jesus Christ died.  He suffered instead of us, so we could be free!

2) Sorrow – the rich man is very sad as he remembers back to earth, and how he could have been saved.  He would like to tell his brothers about their need to be saved, but he is unable to do anything for them.

3) Separation – this man is separated from God, and there is no way to get to God because of the big gulf/chasm (verse 26).  Hell is being away from God forever.

4) Solitude – this man had a life surrounded by friends, but his eternity is very lonely.

THEIR NAMES

The rich man is not named – he has no lasting significance: he has ended up in hell.  Also, he represents anyone who forgets, neglects or rejects God.  Lazarus’s name, however, means God is my help, and it indicates that this man had a time in life when he came to trust in God.  God was his Saviour, and every Christian has the same feelings.  We know God became our Saviour in the Lord Jesus Christ!  In view of Hell, it is wonderful to have a Saviour – do you have Him?

Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.”
LESSON #18: “Opening the Door – How to Accept Christ”
SALVATION’S DOOR – HAS BEEN OPENED (John 10:9)

Originally at the beginning of the human race, Adam and Eve had complete access to God – there were no walls so they did not need any doors.  But when Adam sinned, a barrier (wall) came between the human race and God, and there was no door for Adam to get through (Genesis 3:24).

There was a little opening made for Adam when God showed Him how to make a sacrifice (Genesis 3:21).  But the door was swung completely open when the Lord Jesus sacrificed Himself at the cross – He had been punished by death for our sins, and He had paid for those sins completely.  The sacrifice was over, and so the door was fully open.  Now sinners can enter in through Jesus Christ!

SECURITY OF THE DOOR

We use doors in our houses to keep our house safe, especially if we use a lock.  The context of John 10 is of a shepherd taking care of His sheep.  During the day the sheep graze (feed) in the fields, and at night the shepherd gathers them together.  He puts them inside a fold (pen) with stone walls, and the shepherd stands at the door to make sure that nothing comes in to harm the sheep.  If a person goes through the Lord Jesus (the door), He promises them that they will be safe!  He is the Good Shepherd who will not let anything come to harm His sheep.  See John 10:28-29; Acts 16:30-31; Romans 10:9.

HEAVEN’S DOOR – WILL BE OPENED (Revelation 4:1)

The door of salvation (that was opened at the cross when the Lord Jesus died) will be closed someday in the future.  It will close when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back, and we do not know when this will take place.  Will you be ready for that day?  On that day, the door of heaven will be opened, and all the saved ones will go Home to be with the Lord (1Thessalonians 4:16-17).  The only way to be ready for that moment is to go through the open door of salvation now, because you will not be able to go through after Jesus comes (Luke 13:23-24).

OUR HEART’S DOOR – SHOULD BE OPENED (Revelation 3:20)
The people referred to in Revelation 3:20 were residents of a prosperous city called Laodicea. It was known for both its eye ointment business and its clothing/textile industry. But without the Lord Jesus Christ on the inside of their life, Christ says they are poor, blind and naked (verse 17), and tells them to get real (that is, spiritual) gold, clothing and eye ointment. He uses these 3 items as a symbol of the spiritual salvation that they needed.

Think of the door of your heart and life – some people try to get into your life and you let them in, other people are kept outside.  The Lord Jesus stands outside the door of everyone’s heart and He is knocking, wanting you to let Him in.  He could push Himself in because He is your Creator, but He has chosen not to do that – He wants you to decide to let Him in.  When you let Him in He will save you (John 10:9) and He will change your life (2Corinthians 5:17).  Will you let Him in?
It is a definite event – “If anyone lets me in” Opening the door to Christ is an event in life that you must do, Christ will not do it for you.  You only need to do it once, since Christ will come in and stay with you once you let Him.  

It is an individual event – “If anyone lets me in …”  This is something between you and God, a personal choice.

It is a necessary event – nothing else can replace letting Christ in.  Baptism, being good, religion, and church membership are not valid substitutes.  You need Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and Friend!

It is an urgent event – you have an opened door of opportunity to let Christ in as He knocks.  But you must do it soon, or time will run out.

